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boat da of Education, paitlcu- 
|In tba etnaller town*, llud It dlftl- 
retain teachers for any length of 
Bloomfield la doubly ban die a pod 
}® matter of retaining teacher®. 

to tba fact that Ita salary 
hard la lower yat Mian Saw ark, Kaat 
|n and Montclair. and upwards of 
teacher** bava lullrualad t.» Ilia 
of Education that 11»-y want lo¬ 
ad aalary tii stay In tba aeboola 
auotbat yaar lhle luattar would 
M>ly not he mo aailoua If II wafa not 
ke tluauctal condition of tba town 
exorbitant tax rata a yaar a*{o 
I rtaa to a foriuldat.la movement In 
llractlon of annexation to Newark 
Voua effort® wei® iuad«- In every 
Itton to cut down putdlc expenae# 
tba eipfca purpona of btlnglpg 

I tha tax rata and iu <> 11 If > I ii®r put'do 
itlafactIon Tba tax lata waa ina¬ 
ptly raducad, but aolna dapart in-l.t* 
hovel tiUietit (lava euffefe«l from tba 
lead ecouomy. Tba Hoad Com - 
i of tba Council should bars had 
j ojouay for r*>ad repairs. Tba Fisa 
kronen t la In l*ad sb»p« for naad of 
sy to malutala tb* Ilia bouses, 
of these matter* will ba uige,l 
I th® Board of Kalliuate wltb equal 
rltfl tba school queMtloO, slid It la 
. that U LUs Board must J hold to 
all abd Increase public •xpart'ff- 
I, a high t®x i ala will again dlaturb 
public quiet With tba prospect 
of having to l«au* a larg* amount 
>uda for tba jpurchasa of a w»tai 
md wltb having to assuma a 
i ®bara of tba l’*a»ale Ulvai Valley 
®«war cost if mat gigantic pro 
|® carried through toa outlook for 
sd sal art a a In any department of 
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Orange Vfaanr Oocipauy baa a 
fraocblss for furnishing water to tbl® 
town for public purpoae® and domestic 
uaa®. Nona of tb« corporation® bold lug 
town fiaoublaea baa been the ®ubjact of 
so uiucb absurd aud Iguomut talk a® 
tbl® particular compauy. People who 
have out possessed lb® le*at knowledge 
of fact® bare uot hesitated to make tb® 
most aatoulablug aaaerlluua a® to tba 
profit® of tb® company aod tbe pereon- 
Del of tb® ®tookbuld®r®. 

It baa bean openly aea®rted that th# 
contract between tbl® town and tba 
Orsug® Water Company waa mad® at tb® 
toatanc® of aud through tba lofiuooo® of 
a number of leading cltiaana wbo beld 
large block® of tbe oompaoy'a stock, and 
tb® alleged euorinou® profit® of tba com¬ 
pany bava b®*o a favorite them® of a 
large number of clllzooe of popalloUo 
polliloal tendencies. 

Tb® affair® of tb® Orange Water Com¬ 
pany bav® recently been thoroughly 
ventilated before a commission ap¬ 
pointed by tbe court to det«rnil 
equitable value uf tb® plant for tba 
fit of tbe city of East Orange, 
contemplate# purchasing It and 
lu operation tbe (leu of 
ersblp of tbe watei MJ|i 
Tb® cuuiiulneli.iiur® 
testimony »iu take 
William Clark and Eugene 
Both tbe illy aud company w.«rn 
aeltlei) by counsel before tbe coium 
•loii. U \. Llndabury appearing for the 
city and Joseph L. Munu for the coin 
pany 1 be city went lo great expense 
In seeming so-called Wipert testimony 
as to the value oClbe plant. Tbe com¬ 
pany brought I'lW^J but one alleged 
expert 

Oue part of tbe te|k|moW^s related to 
tbe profttalo atockboMer®, and It wa® 
shown that In addltlo^ to tbe six per 
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transfer to the stT 


rest payments 
Issues by the 
Its orgaulza- 
sgo|an extra dividend 
c*ut, Mas paid on tbe 
consisted of tbe 
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of tbe Common wealth building In East 
Orange, erected by the company from 
Its raining# at a cost id 1117,<HJO. and 
then turned over to the stockholders a* 
Individual® ae sebal*--d tb** pri ll's of 
the company at a valuation of 312 **,mhi. 

1 lie financial stateineut of Ibo com- 
pany submitted by Mi.Sneppard showed 
Capital stock, flmi.is.m; bond* h3,'»0,<ss). 
and *»lbei loans aggregating fltl.onO, of 
which there Is due Mrs F. M. Hbeppard 
fl2h.<S10, 1 M. htieppard f i ‘>.>•»•«», «n I 
Mis ii M Kandnli Jl'.lgSi. iHvIdends 
of i. per c-nt pet ai.nntu hare been 
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J year since the organization, am 

! centa>Js paid on the bonds and mb' r 
lotus Itl |S.K) the I'llIH dividend, COU- 
j alstlng of the < ilnm 'liw cailti hutldli.g In 
hast Orange, waa g ven me stockhold¬ 
ers. This was equlval-lit to an ex'tv 
dl* blend of more than ll<» p*r c**ni 
Ourlllg the eighteen V»- >|- f|om 

0 , kui 

t. 1 *' 1 tie | lie I V e, 5 Is . V.;; Jl hli 
p Id to t t.e inliithi ; lets Itl Intel es»^^ 
i-llt Jli.'ll ' I t 1 > t ue si iii s hold e| « III 
■ livid’ ids. I tie surplus eain.lg- live; 

I a * e ope|-at||g • \pen- --. I 'eirst 
I.' ! ' I VI deli t 'I the , , s li te**|i }e*|e 

» . i c f r 7 r trt 

I !.•• lea .sti'e ..IVI.e ; fj t t.e e M- 

pai > It, I! •• tract i'UiI ik u g the well*. 
luprUli g I'. I.i'res r -f M,e r in; . i. y 

rids |t» ;ly. file Kaat (halige water 
plant. Including pip-*, f.ydtatds, house 
connections, pumps, boliei- and weiie, 
c^iat »:i-t.Girt 37 In addition Jl'd TK/.r. j 
«ae expended for the ftioomlleld and 
(lien Kidge conetructlou Tile total 
payments for tbe plant. Including tbe 
real estate. List Orange and Bloomfield 
construction, la put down at •6ft4.C98.4iT 
while tb® total atock and bond la#ue 1® 
•031,000. 

Y. W Voorb®#®, a real s#tat® daalar 
of Kaat Orange, testified before tbe coo- 
mlMloa that tb® r##l aatat® of tba com. 
-^yaiy, Independent of tba wells, com¬ 
prising tb* H9 acre®, wa® worth at tba 
p resent tlm® •333,613 for building pur¬ 
pose®. The calculation waa made oo 
tb® bast® of present property value® In 
the neighborhood 

Tb® company stated that about 
twenty-seven acres of land, cwmprlalog 
that part on wbl^b the w®lla are tacated, 
lu the middle of tbe tract, were taken by 
condemnation, and there waa some 
question as to wbetber It would not re¬ 
vert to tbe original owner®. 

Tbe testimony taken In this case la of 
value as material for argument pro and 
oon over tba question of tbe economy 
aod utility of municipal ownership vs. 

. private ownership. 

Tbs well-known olvll engineer, Carrol 
F. Bassett, waa tbs expart put forward 
by tbs water company. Hr. Bassett 
•aid regarding tbs samplss of pips 
taksn from tbs street mains in East 
Orange, that tbsy practloally showed no 
dstsrtorntlon. Mr. Bsssstt made s long 
argument, the purport of which waa to 
show that tbs prospect* -of future busi¬ 
ness must be considered In determining 
tbe value of s water plant. He made 
comparison between conditions existing 
In Newark and East Orange. In New 
srk there was an average of 133 con¬ 
sumers per mile of street main, while In 

83.7 oonsomers 


• question of 

there are. Tbs average iq- 
ooms par all® of pipe in East Orange, 
Mr. Basse it said, bad- Increased from 
Mlptf to the present time flout $'J41 par 
mile of pipe to B1,167 per mil®, aud this 
was from private oouvumsra. On tb® 
baal® of tbe Income of the company, Mr. 
Baaaett estimates the value of tbe plant 
at •&40.U0U. This valuation la baaed on 
an estimated Income calculated at 1% 
per osot. Interest par year. 

Mr. BaaasU argued In favor of prlvata 
ownership tor public water supply. Ha 
•aid that It coat tba Bast Orange Com¬ 
pany laas than (IS per million gallons to 
supply water In tb® mains. In W«#t 
Orange, wblcb la auppliad by a private 
company, In wblcb Mr. Baa®«tt U In¬ 
terested, tb® company buy® water at 
•100 per million Xiloo® aod sells It at 
•360 to 3300 per Jvllllou gallon®. 

On oro®®-®x*Aoat!oo Mr. Ba®>®tt ex¬ 
plained lu det^ bt® figure®. H« calcu- 
of tbe wat®r company 
all expenses at 361,000. 
taxes and Intareat on 
laying the street mslns. 

• bury, counsel for tbe city of 
uge, Insisted that there could 
y such value, •« the company 
have s monopoly. The city 
parallel the pip® line, Mr Llnda- 
, and deliver water for nothing, 
the entire cost lu the tax levy. 
Iu thle way the city would aave the 
tlo.hOO annual profit which the company 
would make, ai-curdlng to Mr Bassett's 
figures. With a public supply. Mr. 
Lludahur) argued that the company 
would lose ail Ita patrons, as tbe clll- 
tens would not pay a private water com¬ 
pany when they could g«t water for 
nothing—or at least water for which 
they were compelled to pay In their tax 
bllle whether they used the water or 
not. 

George P. Olontt, ^Superintendent of 
the coinptny. testified regarding the 
method of laying the street mains. He 
also submitted samples of pipe taken 
from the a'.rei’ta, after toe pipe had 
been lu service eighteen years, and ex- 
pteased It as hie opinion Mint the pipe 
nhowed little or no evidence of deteri¬ 
oration. Mr. OiCott further testified to 
the method of building the weiu, tbe 
character of I tie countr) about I hern, 
and to ottier eon llllons surrounding the 
euupahy'a property He submitted 
a detailed atute| u ent ehoWlLg the 
total Cost of ie ( ,taring the entire dle- 
trlbutlug system In East Orange, It. 
eluding all the pipes, the hydrants and 
connections, and placing them In the 
gri ued. f he total la ^.'11 * I* 

Joseph L Munn, count -I for the 
water emupati} gave important te#tl- 
ny and made a statement regsr dog 
htrtory nf tb® company. He gav® 
tbo facteTelatlie to Its i rganlzxtloii lTi 
I**^40 under the las# of Under 

that law the < -mpat.y ns- given s p**t. 
p’-toal charter. So l -cal frahi titv- *» ae 
ueceM-ary. The compati) n *•! the right 
t I eBtalillnh |tr plailt ttorn etl h iM'Ull'e# 
of water supply a- It pleased; the right 
• pur Ij e oi cot,«>:u! water r’ght-. 
*11 1 to he u—-d for e .■ h iut;or 
ght 61 w*y 

\f.. Mil,I -III I tint the pi -r* eiJIng- 

r, iv Ir, et It lit - 1 ty E#-l Ur ii g- . •nleii- 
pl I I!. e c.'tli g loo— ,.; t; • i -ifi • 
II.g linn if th • i-"iii| try I In - ; r r.e 
»u|-p>ly.arol U-- iuatim,-t- < to, -lit. - 
li’-twri-li th- c lopal J n: 1 the city i f 
East Orange, eh iu’ | t •.»- dtv loll d a 
1 Ii’-W and ll.’.'i-pei rjntlt dl-tf ll'lf I'l. -V-- 
teiu, Mr. Mohn -al I, th’’ c tupat > would 
not f’-ar, hreau-e the rorupar.y I- In a 
poeltlot! to supply water at f 11 pef mll- 
11»’IJ gallons, against s’»h nr pnf ml - 

lion gallons, the price the rliy mu*t p-.iy 
I for any out-lde supply If obtaln-d. 

Mr. M unn said the company did D< t 
concede tb® tight of lb® city to build ®u 
Independent system for supply, though 
be oonetd®rwd that phase of tbe matter 
of little consequence. Tbe matter of 
Important}® wa® that tb® city proposed 
to forolbly cut off tb® whole system of 
patron® of tb® company aod leav® tb® 
company without any business; tbe 
taking away of a going business pro¬ 
ducing a certain aoouai Income—this Is 
wbst tb® olty should compensate tbe 
company for. A® to tbe deficiency in 
tbe supply from tbe wells of tbe com¬ 
pany, Mr. Munn said that this was due 
to tbe exceselve draught mad® by the 
city for public purposes. Tb® use® of 
tbe water for flushing sewers, sprinkling 
tbe street®, and for similar public pur¬ 
poses bad of recent years become very 
great* and this bad created a deficiency 
In tbe supply. Tbs public service was 
tbe lenst profitable to tbe company. Mr. 
Munn deolafstt* tbw least productive and 
tb® moot ex pen® fv®, and It was this aer- 
vlo® that bad produood tbs shortage In 
tbs supply of water. N 
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Tbs Board of Idueutluo bon aafcsd 

for a special UMtlopdf tbs Board of 
Estimate In order to have that body 
pass upon tbs school appropriation for 
tba snsulog year. Tbe Bcbool Board 
asks for an appropriation of $441,300 for 
tbs coming yoar, wblcb lo an increase 
of 37,06*) over the current yeMjl appro¬ 
priation for setc 



const!- 
re* peel 
schools or 
not b« legally 
b# Board of 
power after 
create a sew 


Auy action tak 
lute<l Board of 
to appropriate 
any otbsr purpose 
binding. The Coun 
Educatlmi that 
the sprlob 

board tbatVlli fitfbe appropriations for 
tbe varlouaTbubllc expenditures to be 
tuadofffi\ iJbril year that It Is to 
power l /'-'Y of tbe present board 
would be^idln^M Its successors, even 
If oo chang® ware made In tbe p«r®onuel 
of tbe Board of Estimate either by tbe 
T®wn Couhcli or tha Board of Education. 

If tbe present Board of Estimate 
declined tb approve of tbe Increased 
appropriation asked for tbe Board of 
Education, uneven deemed It policy lo 
cut the appropriation below that of last 
year, tbe bcbool B oard would be acting 
wltbln Ita legal rights by carrying tbe 
matter before the new and proper Board 
of Estimate that will exercise jurisdic¬ 
tion over appropriations for tbe next 
fiscal year 

The queatlou arises, W by does the 
Bcbool Board ask for tbia early action lo 
tbe matter <>f the school appropriation, 
and what reason Is there for submitting 
tbe matter to a body that Is not le- 
gally authorized to act upon it? Sev¬ 
eral an»weis suggest themselves, aod 
one Is toqb there la a reasonable proba¬ 
bility that there will be no change lo the 
personnel of the Board of Estimate 
between 'bis yeer and next voar. and If 
tbe present boaid approved of tbe In¬ 
creased appropriation for acnools ao®. 
It would simply remain to. it to formally 
ratify Its present action when tbe proper 
time came 

Again It may be assumed that If the 
present board give It® opproval loan 
Increased appropriation for schools, sod 
changes w-re made in' the make-up of 
tbe u®W UmiJ, lbs action of tbe old 
one would bare the j-ffect of a precedent 
upon the new board, and It would not be 
likely to upset tbe work of Ita experi¬ 
enced predecessor. 

Another reason for asking for Imme¬ 
diate action lu tbe school appropriation 
Is s general demand lor higher salaries 
on the part of tbe principals and vice- 
principals employed In the schools, and 
also tbe necessity for the employment 
of five new teachers on account of tbe 
Increased enrolment lu tbe schools. 

The Boaid of Education's estimate of 
it* financial oeeda for next year Is as 
follows: Fi»r In-tructlon, t43,000, re¬ 
pair*. f 1 '00; supplies, 310,600. main¬ 
tenance, *j,o*xi; manual training, 11 500 ; 
total, $• 1,500. Ihese same Items lu 
last spring’s estimate were: Instruc¬ 
tion. f.»VH'0, building®, 33,000; sup¬ 
plies 311,000, maintenance. 31,500; to¬ 
tal, 356,500. 

The B-mi I of Estimate was asked last 
year to appropriate 333.500 of this 
amount, and the balance came from tbe 
Btate and other source®. This year tbe 
board is asked to put gttr.oOo In tb® tax 
levy for school purpose®, 

Tbe town of Bloomfield now poesesee® 
ao extensive aod well-appointed school 
system, consisting of s«ven school- 
bouse®, a teaching force of 63 teachers, 
aod ao enrolment of 3,122 pupil t. A 
complete aod effletsot system of eduoa- 
tlonal work Is carried out,from kinder¬ 
garten to blgh school. Tbe average 
locraaae lo tbe enrolment at tbe schools 
is olos per cent. This Increase will be 
reached or exo®eded this year. 

Tbe taxpayers of Bloomfield have not 
in tbe past been illiberal In tbe support 
of tbs schools, sod there has never been 
any question but wbst tbs school sys¬ 
tem has been economically concreted. 

An annual increase in tbe coat of 
school malidenano® to a natural conse¬ 
quence. With tbe Increase lo pupils 
there must be an Increase In tbe number 
of teachers Aside from the question 
of an luorease In the number of pupils 
. and the need ofmote teachers, there are 
numerous other causes that tend UMU-- 
crease the -coat of tbe public school 
system. Mure parents are now gtvtog 
tbelr children tbe advantages of tbe 
higher education lo tbe schools than 
formerly. There Is n popular demand 
for • broadar and varied character of 
public school sdueatloo that was carried 
oat In times ps#t. 

Tbs Increased appropriation saked (or 
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By tb# Mnb#ol Board UoNaa 
«••. and If oaodttloaa worn 
thara la no question bat wtat it 
would be readily sanctioned by public 
opinion and popular vota. 

But tbs coadttloos are not favorable 
at tbs present Um® for ao innrssssi ax- 
paodltur® ®itb®r for aebool purpoaaa or 
any other public purpose. Bloomfield 
la financially a poor town. It baa mu#h 
territory. it la tru®, but tb® larger por¬ 
tion of It Is unproductive of any great 
revenue to tb® lowo. 

Tb® tax rata of tba curraot fiaoai yaar, 
3.90, waa too high, and tbe .policy of 
retrenchment should be still further 
pursued until tb® tax rata la brought 
down to l®aa than 2.50, and ao Incroae# 
In expeodlturea should be sanctioned In 
any line until that much desired po®ltloo 
1® reached. 

If tbs Tuwo Council find® that It can¬ 
not cany out Its present system of gov¬ 
ernment without Increased coat, let It 
retrench by combining offices and re¬ 
ducing salaries. 

Kindergarten, music, dancing, manual 
training, physical culture aud other 
extraneous features of comrnou school 
educational work may be beneficial, but 
they ar® not essentials, aod when It I® 
found ueceesary to prune lu order to 
keep down expenses, It U among the 
non-essentials that such work should 
be done, 

Tbe Increased appropriation requested 
for sobooi purposes. If granted, would 
mean ao Increase of not lees then ten, 
or perhaps more than fourteen points 
lo the tax rate, aud would again bring 
about a three per cent, or higher tax 
rate. The returns obtainable from 
money Invested to property her® do uot 
warrant such a high tax rste, aod the 
general effect i*o tbe town Is detrimental 
In many wsy^. It gives rise to much 
dissatisfaction V°d also to annexation 
projects and secession schemes, such as 
a borough government for Brookdale. 

Bloomfield’* growth In tbe number of 
its school children la proportionately 
greater than the Increase lo tbs finsnolal 
resources of tha town. Tba school en¬ 
rolment Increases on an average of Dine 
percent annually; the Increase In tax 
ratablee It leas than four peasant. Tbe 
average mechanic who comes from some 
othet town to Bloomfield with bla fam¬ 
ily, If he purchases or builds a borne 
here, adds only one thousand dollars to 
the tax ratable®, aod ibe probability la 
that be will sand tbi .e or more children 
to the public achuol® at a cost to tba 
general mass of taxpayers of thirty 
dollars per child, leas tbs proportion of 
I be sebool money paid by the Btat®. lo 
other wurds, tbe new comer contribute® 
between twenty-five ®nd thirty dollar® 
to tb® town revenue, but on tbe other 
bead hi® children’® 


cost tbe taxpayers at least forty dollars 
per annum. If tbe new comer simply 
rents rooms here the financial cost to 
the town Is still greater. 

Tbe higher grades of public school 
education, and what some people call 
tbe superfluities, are tb® most expen¬ 
sive features of tbe puhllo school sys¬ 
tem, and »ue of tbe least Interest to the 
larger proportion of parents. It may 
be ramen'able that such Is tbe case, but 
neveitheiees It Is true. Nearly two 
thousand children In tbe town attend 
tbe primary and grammar schools, but 
lees than two hundred attend tbe High 
Softool. It la evident that If tbe town's 
public educational system waa adjusted 
on the basis of ths most heeded benefit 
to tb® largest number of people much 
of tbe preeeot educational work could 
he abandoned until such time a® tbe 
town I* In a bettei financial condition. 
And wbst Is true of schools Is equally 
true of every other department of govern¬ 
ment. 



% I SIS W eek. 

Tbe annual February cold snap arrived 
Tuesday night, accompanied by tbe 
heaviest snow storm of the season, aod 
there has been some re^bM^reahlog 
weather during the wwek.^On two night# 
tbs thermometer Indlc^vi 3qro, and ta 
some parts of tha^po iWrolaimed that 
two poIntXbelom uro were rsoorded. 
The soaV^nu \nn oot pw>mptjj pat 
to work'I'i^^dsV morning. 

Moors of ths 
indignant at tbs daisy In 
sod ls#p»d parsmi 

luta&Bnpt Cooper.I Ths on 

extro^WT fUiSKt t nil tton | 

•now piled up In 
»ld and GlAwood Av#ou#s by 
th# troll®? com pans *•* removed by 
Superintendent Cooper, Trolley oars 
were ndt able I# ran oo nebedule 
either ow Tuesday or Wednesday, owing 
to th# eoow nod lee. 

qsletly Wqsvlvhvd. 

No aotlao we# tak so by th# Town 
Council Monday night lo ihi mat¬ 
ter of the requeeh\f Jdeefh Betn- 
belmec far thek tr«nslaA dt a -Wholesale 
liquor nceqM mwB^dVk Mbs leet July 
IdH) FuthekppM of Second Street 
(liman [M iUer of tbe Becogjl 
WaFd said tba$ no action would be 
taken by tba Oouocll lo tbs case, aod It 
le understood It bee been quietly 
squelched. 

^lr* Rvyartawst 4 base*®. 

At the Town Council meeting Monday 
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The (|M4tloo of Vjoeepb Weden 
from active ammbersblp In Active Bone 
Company No. 3 was accepted. 
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Thomas bl^Tryniski 
MffSouthifilt Street 
Fulton New York 
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